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will demonstrate. The most absurd stories of their
gods are readily believed, so that the miracles of the
New Testament are commonplace beside them.

In studying the religious life of the people of India
one cannot fail to be struck with the variety of methods
by which it is  affirmed  the   greatest good   can   be
attained, and, at the same time, the  admitted failure
to secure it,  when the prescribed  duties  have   been
carefully   performed.     It is   stated,   in   the   plainest
language, that bathing in the Ganges will cleanse the
soul from sin, past, present, and future; nevertheless,
those who live on her banks and wash daily in her
purifying stream, at the proper season of the year visit
some other part of the river, it may be hundreds of
miles  away,  where her waters are said to have still
greater purifying power.    It is declared in the Maha-
bharata and Ramayana that the reading, or even hearing,
a single chapter of these books will have a like effect
upon the human soul.    It is affirmed that an offering
made at a particular shrine, or bathing in a particular
well, will effect the successful accomplishment of any
work,, and give to the believer the desired deliverance
from future births.    There are many places where  it
is promised that the most earnestly desired blessing of
salvation can be obtained, many methods by which the
soul can get free from the effects of sin, and yet, when
these instructions have been followed, the Hindu fails
to find what he sought    This hurrying from one means
of salvation to another can be accounted for partly by
the fear that though an act of merit may have satisfied
the claims of one deity, others  who  have not been
pacified may wreak their vengeance upon them. Interested
and unscrupulous priests make capital out of the gross
ignorance and credulity of the people.     At the great